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1. GENERAL RENT INCREASE RULES

Under Rhode Island law, the rental agreement between atenant and alandlord isacontract. A landlord is
permitted to attempt to increase atenant's rent by any amount for any reason, aslong as the increase was
not done for an illegal reason, and aslong as the increase was done by proper procedures. However, a
landlord cannot force you to pay ahigher rent unless you agree to a new rental agreement, and cannot bring
anon-payment eviction if you refuse to pay the increased rental amount (but can terminate your tenancy
and then evict you if you remain after the termination date).

2. CONTENTSOF THE WRITTEN NOTICE TERMINATING THE
OLD AGREEMENT

In order to properly notify you of aproposed rent increase, your landlord must terminate your current rental
agreement and offer you a new tenancy at the higher rent. To do this, your landlord must provide you with
the same notice that must be used to terminate a month-to-month tenancy. In order to be proper, the notice
of rent increase must: (i) bein writing; (ii) clearly terminate the old rental agreement; (iii) advise you to
move out of your apartment on a specific date; (iv) be sent far enough in advance as required by law, and
(v) offer anew tenancy at ahigher rent. These requirements are discussed below:

(i) Specific Date to Move

The written notice must Sate that your tenancy is terminated and specify the date
on which you must move out of your gpartment. In order to be proper, the move-
out date listed must be the date that you would normaly pay rent. For example, if
you pay rent on the first day of the month, the notice must advise you to move on
the firgt day of afuture month.

(i) Length of Notice
The notice must be sent to you at least thirty (30) days before the rent increaseis
to go into effect.

(iii) Offer of a New Tenancy at a Higher Rent

Thefind section of arent increase notice should offer you anew rental agreemernt
at ahigher renta rate. Y ou then have the choice of either agreeing to the new rent
or regecting the rent offer.

3. ACCEPTANCE OF THE NEW RENTAL AGREEMENT

If you choose to pay the increased rent, then you and your landlord have established a new rental agreement
at ahigher rent. Once you accept the new rent, either by telling your landlord that you would pay it or by
actually paying the higher rent, you must continue to pay the new, higher amount. If you later try to pay the
old, lower rent, your landlord could start a non-payment eviction case against you.

4. REFUSAL OF THE NEW RENTAL RATE

If you refuse to pay the new, higher rent, you should inform your landlord in writing of your decision as
soon as possible. Y ou should send aletter to the landlord stating that you reject his or her offer of anew
rental agreement at the higher rent and that you are willing to continue to pay at the old rate. Y ou can view
asample copy of thistype of letter by following thislink to"Exhibit A." Send the original to your landlord
by regular mail and keep a copy for yourself.



Y ou should also offer to pay your landlord the old rent when your next rent is paid. Y our landlord will
probably refuse to accept the rent; however, by offering to pay the old rent you will prevent the landlord
from winning a non-payment eviction by claiming that you failed to pay the rent. Try to offer your landlord
the old rent in front of another person. If your landlord refuses to accept the rent, you should send him or
her aletter confirming that you tried to pay him or her the rent and that it was refused. Y ou can view a
sample copy of thistype of letter by following thislink to"Exhibit B." Keep a copy of thisletter for your
records.

Offering the old rent will not prevent your landlord from trying to evict you, but it may force him or her to
use the longer 20 day eviction process instead of the shorter 9-day non-payment process. Thiswill give you
additional timeto find a new apartment.



